By Daniel Pipes, founder Middle East Forum, Philadelphia
Can you imagine the bewilderment of Middle Easterners Ottoman government, then ruling Palestine, "hold out every
in early 1994 when some leading American politicians, just encouragement to the Jews of Europe to return to
including Sen. Jesse Helms (R-N.C.) and Rep. Newt Palestine." Lord Shaftesbury, in 1853, coined the phrase,
Gingrich (R-Ga.), forwarded more assertive, tougher posi- "A land without a people for a people without a land."
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George Eliot put these ideas in novel form with Daniel
Israel. They were, for example, more reluctant than Deronda in 1876. In 1891, Sir George Adam Smith wrote in
Jerusalem to let U.S. funds go to the PLO and they dis- his authoritative Historical Geography of the Holy Land,
played more eagerness to move the U.S. embassy from Tel that the Ottomans had to be pushed out of Palestine and
Aviv to Jerusalem.
replaced by the Jews, "who have given to Palestine everyOne Arabic newspaper, Ash-Sharq al-Awsat, captured thing it has ever had of value to the world."
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The media has recently focused on Christian Zionism as
though it were something new - ("How Israel Became a
http://www.danielpipes.org/article/1148
Favorite Cause of the Conservative Christian Right" runs a
http://www.nypost.com/postopinion/opedcolumnists/617.htm

A growing number of Christian leaders are speaking out strongly for continued American support
for the nation of Israel. Christian Zionists always base their beliefs first of all on the word of God.
Dr. Hutchens, a retired Brigadier General, confronts the Palestinian claims to the land of Israel.

What About the Palestinians?
By Dr. James M. Hutchens
As we proceed down the so-called "Road Map to Peace," with you they are to be allotted an inheritance among the
there are some issues Christians need to deal with. One of the tribes of Israel. In whatever tribe the alien settles, there you
most prominent of those issues is the Palestinians. Those are to give him his inheritance,' declares the Sovereign
Christians who support the State of Israel as the national, LORD." The question is, are these, and similar passages,
ancestral, covenantal homeland of the Jewish people, are often relevant to Israel's treatment of the "Palestinians" today?
charged with being calloused and totally insensitive to the The answer is clearly, No!
needs and aspirations of the Palestinians. Is that a fair charge?
This passage assumes God's everlasting covenant promFirst, let us clarify who the "Palestinians" really are. The ise to the Jewish people of the land of Israel as an everlastnotion of a distinct "Palestinian people" with a language, ing possession (cf. Genesis 17:7-8). The passage referred to
culture and religion of its own, is a creation of Yasser Arafat above is speaking of those non-Jews who desire to have a
and nurtured by the surrounding
protected citizenship under
“Palestine” is the Romanized
Arab nations, after their ignominIsrael's sovereignty. They are not
version
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a
ious defeat in the 1967 war with
seeking a sovereignty of their
Israel. The so-called "Palestinian
own that replaces Israel. They are
nation that was Israel’s arch
people" are, in reality, Arabs
willing subjects to the laws and
enemy
and
whose
famous
whose mother tongue is Arabic,
governance of Israel. As a matter
leader was Goliath. It was a
whose religion is Islam, and
of fact, the scriptures require that
whose culture is shared by most derogatory and humiliating term they worship and follow the
of the 22 surrounding Arab coundecrees of the God of Israel.
forced on the Jews and their
tries. There simply is no distinct
Modern Israel has made a proPalestinian entity. Second, the land by Rome. Creating a coun- vision for such people. There are
name
"Palestine"
is
the try called “Palestine” is simply
Arab Israelis who have the full
Romanized version of the word
rights and privileges, including
attempting to complete the
"Philistine," which name was
of Israeli citizenship.
intended work that Rome began. voting,
assigned to the land of Israel by
There are duly elected Arab
the Romans in the first century A.D. It was a derogatory and Israelis in the Israeli Parliament that represent their Arab
humiliating term imposed by the Romans on the Jews, who constituencies.
constituted the vast majority of the people who lived there.
In a word, the Palestinians do not qualify for the protecRome forced, on the Jews and their land, the name of an tions to be given to those under Israel's God-ordained govarchenemy of the Jews, the Philistines. The name Palestine ernance. The so-called "Palestinians" under the leadership
remained until the end of the British Mandate period in of Yasser Arafat, are loath to have Israel as their sovereign
1947. However, Jews have always considered the land their authority. The Palestinian, as well as the Arab, goal of peace
homeland and Jerusalem its capital. In addition, the land envisions the total elimination of Israel as a nation and a
was never without a Jewish presence, but always included people. The Palestinian flag portrays the current boundaries
as many Jews as the governing power would allow.
of Israel as being the boundaries of a future Palestine.
But what about the Christian's attitude toward the
As Christians consider the "Road Map to Peace," we do
Palestinians? Some Christians note what God says about the well to keep in mind that God's sovereign decrees and
"ger," that is, the "alien" and the "stranger," and say that covenants will not be thwarted. If a Palestinian state
should apply to the Palestinians today. One of the most emerges within the boundaries given by God to Israel, it will
comprehensive passages regarding the "ger," i.e. the "alien," be short-lived and interim. But even more sobering is the
is found in Ezekiel 47:21-23. "'You are to distribute this fact that those who promote a Palestinian state have placed
land among yourselves according to the tribes of Israel. You themselves in alliance against God. (Psalm 83:5).
Dr. James Hutchens
are to allot it as an inheritance for yourselves and for the
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aliens who have settled among you and who have children.
President, Christians for Israel USA
You are to consider them as native-born Israelites; along
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Ari & Shira Sorko-Ram

Dear Maoz Partner,
Poverty has spread its dark covering over this land. As new people
receive the gift of salvation in our congregation, they come weighted down
with dreadful debt, and with seemingly no way to escape what has become
a lifelong oppression to a large percentage of the Israeli people.
Three of our finest men with strong calls on their lives have been strangled by debt for eight solid years - unable to have a bank account, start a
business or work at a reasonable job without running afoul of the law.
These believers are representative of the Israeli population as a whole
which is in great economic distress.
Another young couple with two children - believers for a year and a half who are serving the Lord with all their hearts, have had their phone cut off,
and been warned that soon their electricity will be turned off. They haven't
paid their rent for six months nor their city taxes.
They haven't paid the local grocery store for several months which gave
them food on credit, etc., etc. And they owe friends and family money. Yet
they are bringing a constant inflow of relatives and friends into the kingdom
of God.
We, together with our leadership team, are teaching our congregation to
stand in faith to see God work the impossible in their lives. We are teaching
them the principles of tithing and giving that God has faithfully promised to
bless. But the Bible makes it clear that we, the Body of the Messiah do
have a responsibility to help: If some says, "Go in peace, be warmed and
be filled," and yet you do not give them what is necessary for their body,
what use is that?" (James 2:16)
In joyful obedience, through your giving to istandwithisrael.com, we
have been able to substancially help individuals and families who are solidly
and publicly in the faith, serving God with all their hearts and are acting
responsibly with what they do have. To some of these needy believers you
have actually given them a brand new lease on life.
As the poverty deepens, more and more Christian organizations are
sending help to national institutions. And Israelis are watching with wonder
as the funds pour in. But virtually none of these gifts touch the lives of the
Messianic Jews living and struggling in the land. As we distribute these
funds sent by you among the poor believers throughout Israel, you cannot
imagine the relief and release these Israelis are experiencing because of
your help. Consider this letter from Jerusalem:

Dear People at Maoz,
Thank you so very much for your generous gift during this challenging period of unemployment. These past two long years of intensified Palestinian terrorism against Israel have
caused many Israelis to lose their jobs and without the prayers and financial support of
organizations such as yours life here would be even more difficult. So thank you. Thank you
that you are standing along side us during this time. Thank you for your gracious hearts
that help to support and sustain us that we might maintain our presence here in the land.
Sincerely,
K.B.
Jerusalem
At the same time, our most important task is to preach the Gospel and bring the hope of eternal
life to our people. God is in the "business" of not just changing conditions, but OF CHANGING
LIVES.
Because of the awful economic conditions in Israel, it is often every man for himself. One
women recently launched a protest movement here in Israel by marching 200 kilometers to
Jerusalem because she as a single mother could not feed her child who is confined to a wheelchair.
She told the newspapers that she steals food from the local supermarket and is not at all
ashamed of what she is doing. To survive, people often feel they must cheat on their income tax
and just about any other way possible. Tax laws are written under the assumption that the normal
Israeli is defrauding the government.
Many people accept welfare through deception. Borrowing money and not repaying is another
curse on our people. Lying has become a way of life for far too many Israelis.
As these precious people come to faith, many of them undergo a complete revolution in their
thinking and behavior. What sweeter blessing could there be than to see the lives of our Israeli
people, turned upside down and inside out - revolutionized by the love and power of God!
Let us put it very clearly: Your financial backing and prayers have had an enormous impact on
our ability to build a life-giving congregation in Tel Aviv.
We are growing by the week and so are the expenses to run the congregation. With the current economic conditions as they are, our members are only able to cover a small percentage of
what it costs to rent space and serve the needs of a congregation in downtown Tel Aviv.
Because you have supported this ministry, you have made great things possible, things that
surely must make the angels in heaven rejoice.
Your continued help will bring continued results because we say with in all earnestness, TODAY
IS HARVEST TIME IN ISRAEL.
Your fellow-laborers,

Ari & Shira Sorko-Ram
P.S. We will send you our new 16 month Jewish Calendar for your gift of $25.00 or more!

ISRAEL HAS LOWEST PERCENTAGE WORKING
FORCE IN WESTERN WORLD
By Ari & Shira Sorko-Ram
A few nights ago, we sat in the living room with our elders and a well-known Messianic leader who has recently
immigrated to Israel. The discussion turned to the obstacles
we, as leaders of a Messianic Jewish Congregation in Tel
Aviv, face as we reach out with the Gospel to our Israeli
people.
Our conversation went something like this: Many people in the West believe that the worst thing Israelis have to
face is terrorism. As bad as that is, the nation as a whole has
learned to cope with this terrible evil, going about their
daily affairs as much as possible.
But an even weightier oppression, if that were possible,
is the economic crisis that goes on and on and on.
Polls here show that almost 50% of the population live in
fear of being fired from their jobs. There are multitudes of
Israelis who desire to work and simply can't find jobs - especially in the many developing towns around the country.

they consider it far more desirable to study in their
Rabbinical yeshivas (learning centers). They depend almost
totally on government welfare and charity.
These 80,000 yeshiva men are not included in unemployment data, which only counts those who are actively
seeking employment but cannot find a job. According to the
study, Israel has the lowest rate of work force participation
in the developed world. (The Jewish News of Greater Phoenix,
March 19, 1999) Year by year, this figure only increases.
"None of the yeshiva students I know work," says
Yishayahu, the father of two, sporting an other-worldly
smile behind his reddish beard and sidelocks. "Making
money in this world just isn't important to us. It's the worldto-come that really counts." But since it is important to feed
their kids, they look to the state and to charity to meet their
worldly needs. "The state," of course, means the pockets of
the weary, overloaded tax-paying Israelis, including all the

CONGREGATION TIFERET YESHUA

The latest crisis
has arisen because
the government is
simply no longer
able to pay welfare
to 11% of Israel's
citizens who should
be working but who
cannot find jobs.
Added to that
are the large Haredi
(ultra-Orthodox)
families who average around eight
children and who
refuse to work as

Messianic
Jews.
According to one
study, it was determined that the population of Israel's fervently Orthodox community will double
every 17 years." (Ibid.)
Incidentally, Rabbi
Yehiel Eckstein, the
Rabbi who collects
many millions of dollars
from
U.S.
Christians to distribute to Israel's welfare
institutions, explained

Want to know how to effectively pray for Israel? Request our weekly prayer letter via e-mail.
Please e-mail us at maozisrael@maozisrael.org

in an article in the Jerusalem Post that his organization had
given $500,000 to the ultra-Orthodox mayor of Jerusalem,
Uri Lupolianski, in June to distribute to welfare organizations there. However, the Jerusalem mayor so far has
refused the funds because of the fact that it came from
Christians. Eighty other mayors have received Eckstein's
gifts. Jerusalem and Tel Aviv (B'nei Brak) have the largest
religious populations in
the country. (July 31, 2003)
Today, with the world
recession and the threeyear intifada which
frightened tourists and
scared capital investment, the government of
Israel has simply run out
of money. It cannot continue to pay out to the
unemployed and the
unemployable and is in
the process of drastically
cutting payments across
the board. The newspapers report a growing
number of Israeli suicides

because breadwinners cannot find a way to get out of debt.
The goal of Maoz’ benevolent fund for Israeli Messianic
believers, istandwithisrael.com is to help the oppressed
among the Messianic believers, and to bless victims of terror.
We can think of no greater act of compassion towards the
Israeli Body of Messiah, than to bless them financially in
this great time of need.
"For Macedonia
and Achaia have
been pleased to
make a contribution
for the poor among
the saints to Jerusalem. Yes, they
were please to do
so, and they are
indebted to them.
For if the Gentiles
have shared in their
spiritual
things,
they are indebted to
minister to them
also in material
things.
Romans 15:26-27

A Palestinian Martyr for Yeshua
From every dollar you give to
Maoz’ benevolence fund for
Messianic believers, istandwithisrael.com, we give 10% to Israeli
victims of terrorism. However, this
month, one of our gifts of $1000 will
go to the family of a murdered
Palestinian whom we shall call
Mark, a Muslim who became a
Christian.
He was very active in evangeliz-

ing in the West Bank, and on one of
his trips in evangelism, he was
murdered and cut into four pieces
by a radical Islamic gang a few
days ago. The murder took place
in Ramallah, the city where Arafat
and his associates are holed up.
Although Mark was a Palestinian,
this murder was a vicious act of terrorism by Muslim fanaticism. We
cannot say more about him

because his wife and children
could suffer the consequences.
Money had to be borrowed even to
bury him.
The minister who wrote us had
this to say about Mark: “This handsome and brave young man’s
image is always before my eyes.
He and his wonderful family were
the last believers I saw before we
left the land last year.”

Log on to www.maozisrael.org and get the latest daily
updates on Israel and the Middle East!

AUTOMATIC MONTHLY GIVING PROGRAM AGREEMENT

o YES, Ari & Shira, count me in as an EZ-GIVING partner.
o I would like to give by automatic monthly withdrawal (fill out Bank box below), or
o I would like to give monthly by my credit card (fill out Credit Card box below).

Through My Bank
1. I authorize my bank to pay to Maoz Israel Ministries each month, the amount I've marked,
in accordance with the terms and conditions. A $____________monthly amount.
2. I am enclosing o a check in that amount; or o a voided check.
3. I'd like my monthly gift transfers to take place on the o 5th , o 20th of each month.
4. Here is my signature that will allow MAOZ to get me started with EZ-Giving:
Signature____________________________________Date Signed_____________

Through My Credit Card
Charge My: o Visa o Mastercard o Other______________ Amount $ ____________
Account #

oooo-oooo-oooo-oooo

Exp.______ /______

I’d like my monthly EZ-Giving by credit card to take place on the o 5th o 20th of each month
Signature____________________________________
Name _______________________________________________________________________
Address___________________________ City ________________________ State ________
Zip_________ Phone ( ______ ) _________________ E-mail _________________________
A

This authorization shall remain in effect until I notify MAOZ in writing or by phone indicating that I wish to end this agreement, allowing reasonable time to act on it, or until this organization has sent me 10 days' written notice that they wish to end this agreement. My authorization
for MAOZ to charge my account at my bank shall be the same as if I had personally signed a check to this organization. A record of each
charge will be included in my regular bank statement. MAOZ will also provide me with a receipt of my transfers on a regular basis. In the event
of an error, I have the right to instruct my bank to reverse any charge. I understand this must be done by written notice within 15 days of the
date of the bank statement or within 45 days after the charge was made.

ANSWERS TO SOME FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS ABOUT OUR "EZ-GIVING" PROGRAM
Q. How does it work?
A. This program works in conjunction with your bank, similar to automatic teller machines,
direct deposit of payroll and Social Security checks, and other electronic banking services
you're already familiar with. It accomplishes normal transactions electronically, inexpensively and quickly…without wasting paper, postage or time.
Q. Can more money be taken out of my account than I have authorized?
A. Absolutely not! Electronic funds transfer, just like any banking or credit card transac tion, is strictly regulated. Only you can designate the amount and frequency of ransactions.

Q. How can I be sure my gift is going to MAOZ?
A. Your monthly gift is clearly itemized on your bank statement each month.
Q. When do the transactions take place?
A. On the 5t h or the 20th of every month or the next business day.
Q. How do I stop if I want to?
A. It is easy. Just write to MAOZ or call us at 800 856-7060 and ask to stop the program.

MAOZ Israel Ministries P.O. Box 535788 Grand Prairie, TX 75053-0788

